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INSTALL Local 596 – 670 Olive Street, St. Paul, MN 55130  
P  651.636.0091     F  651.636.0092      E-Mail  lu596@mncarpenter.org     Website  www.tcinstall.org 
 
MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS: Start at 6 PM on the 3rd Thursday each month, at the Floorcoverers 
Apprenticeship and Training Center, 680 Olive St., St. Paul, MN. Food and pop are served. If you have 
concerns or items of interest please let this office know. 

For questions on health & welfare or pension questions contact the Twin Cities Floor Covering Industry 
Fringe Benefit Fund Office: 

Zenith Administrators   Office Hours  
PO Box 73     Monday – Friday 7:30 am to 4:30 pm 
Minneapolis MN  55440-0073  Locally  651-256-1803    Toll Free 1800-788-5885  
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Correspondences from  

Twin City Floor Covering Industry  

Pension Plan 
 

Notice to Interested Parties:  Recently, you received a Notice to Interested 
Parties from the administrator of the Twin City Floor Covering Industry 
Pension Plan.  The Notice to Interested Parties does not relate to the 
Plan’s funded status.  The Plan is required to send this notice to 
participants when it is applying to the Internal Revenue Service for a 
determination of the plan’s qualified status, which must occur every five 
years.  Please see the Notice of Interested Parties for details. 

Annual Funding Notice (AFN):  Soon, you will receive an Annual Funding 
Notice (AFN) from the administrator of the Twin City Floor Covering 
Industry Pension Plan.  
 
The Pension Protection Act of 2006 requires that this AFN be provided 
each year to all participants and beneficiaries.  The AFN provides 
information to you about: 

 your plan's funding percentage  
 the value of your plan's assets and liabilities  
 how your plan's assets are invested  
 the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation's guarantees of your plan 

benefits  

If you have questions about the AFN that you receive, or other questions 
about your plan benefits, please contact your plan administrator directly 
using the contact information provided to you in the AFN. 

 

Employers Owing Two Months or More Fringes 

(as of October 29, 2009):  American Contract Flooring, 
Marlow Floor Covering, MaxPro Flooring LLC, Patco, Vaughan   
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INSTALLments October 2009 

From the desk of John McGrath, INSTALL Director 

 

There is some Earth shaking going on in the carpet industry.  Most carpet 
mills have finally agreed to insert certification requirements into their 
warranties.  They have directed the Carpet & Rug Institute to create 
carpet installation standards that will be accepted by government 
agencies.  From these standards a carpet installation certification will be 
developed and this certification will be warranted by the mills.  The 
chosen body to accept these standards is the American National 
Standards Institute (ANSI).  
 
Fortunately for us, we already have an INSTALL carpet certification, but 
we have two major challenges! 

1. Influence the industry to establish standards and a certification that is 
equal to ours.  

2. Have enough or our membership certified across the USA & Canada, so 
that when the mills start warranting certifications, we are recognized as 
the expert source of certification. 

It is vital that we meet these challenges.  Failure to do so will legitimize 
lesser standards than ours and position our training and certification 
standards as obsolete.  Why would a customer choose our contractors if 
the carpet mills will warranty (insure) cheaper installations? 
 
Historically, our non-Union competition does not have a unifying structure 
to push for advancement.  The odds are that they will not be able to 
legitimately create a highly trained, certified-pool of installers.  If the 
industry does not have a source of highly trained, certified installers they 
will not be able to implement the certification requirements in their 
warranties.  That is why we have to be in the position to provide the 
installers across the USA and Canada at the opportune time.  
 
Continued on next page 
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INSTALLments October 2009 (continued) 

 

We are engaged in the process of setting the standards.  INSTALL 
representatives, instructors and contractors are on some of the 
committees to create these standards.  We will work hard to ensure that 
our high standards will be protected.   
 
Only you can answer the call to provide enough certified installers.  This is 
the most important issue to UBC floor coverers, floor covering contractors 
and INSTALL.  Please support our certification program. Thank you. 
 

Fare For All Express  

Holiday Packages for $25.00 
 

Save over 30% on your Holiday meal this year! 
 

November Package (contents subject to change) 
1 Frozen Turkey (approx. 10-12 lbs)  
1 Package of individually wrapped boneless skinless chicken breast (1.5 lbs) 
1 Pork Tenderloin (approx. 1.5 lbs) 
2 Packages of frozen corn (1 lbs each)  
1 Loaf of bread 
1 Frozen peach pie (9”) 
 

December Package (contents subject to change) 

1 Frozen Ham (family size)  
1 Package of individually wrapped boneless skinless chicken breast (1.5 lbs) 
1 Other meat item for holiday entertaining 
2 Packages of frozen vegetables (1 lbs each)  
1 Loaf of bread 
1 Frozen peach pie (9”) 
 
For more information on Fare For All Holiday Packages and for 
distribution locations please contact:  

763-450-3880 or 1-800-582-4291 
www.fareforall.org 
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Doctor’s Office vs. ER vs. Minute Clinics 

 

Every wonder why emergency room waiting areas always seem filled with 
people waiting for hours to get care?  One of the major reasons is that 
each year millions of Americans use emergency rooms for routine medical 
care.  In 2007, there were about 11 million visits to emergency rooms for 
non-emergency care.  The average ER visit costs $1,049 while the average 
doctor’s office visit is approximately $200.00 and a visit to a Minute Clinic 
or Target clinic averages under $100.00.  Unnecessary ER visits can delay 
care for people with true emergencies and all of us billions of dollars.   
 
The best care for non-urgent conditions is in a doctor’s office.  With a 
personal physician, you can build a relationship and develop medical 
treatments that respect your priorities.  Knowing your family health 
history, your physician can also plan appropriate preventive measures, 
and be available for follow-up care to make sure that your treatment is 
effective.   
 
Misuse of emergency room drives up costs.  It’s that simple.  Many of us 
have done it, perhaps out of a sense of convenience or a lack of 
knowledge.  And because we all pay for the rising cost of health care 
through increase premiums, coinsurance and deductibles, we all have a 
stake in helping control health care costs.   
 
A low cost, convenient alternative to ER visits can also be to Minute Clinics 
or Target Clinics.  These clinics are open 7 days a week with day & evening 
hours and there is no appointment necessary.  Nurse practitioners and 
physician assistants provide health care for minor illness or injuries, skin 
conditions, wellness & prevention and vaccinations.  For more 
information, locations and hours go to www.minuteclinic.com or call 1-
866-389-2727 or www.target.com and click on “clinics”. 
 
In an emergency you shouldn’t hesitate to go the ER, but if your condition 
isn’t urgent, check with your doctor first.  When you have an ongoing 
relationship with a primary care physician, you can get more consistent 
care from a doctor who knows you and you can also keep health care 
affordable for everyone. 

http://www.minuteclinic.com/
http://www.target.com/
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      BIG BUCK Contest 

$1,000 in prizes in each state  

Archery   Rifle 

Eligibility: Members in good standing in North 
Central States Regional Council of Carpenters and 
Joiners 
 
Send a photo showing all points, with a ruler clearly showing the rack 
spread.  Winners will be determined by total points and widest inset 
spread.  Contest is only for deer killed in the states of the Council’s 
jurisdiction (WI, MN, ND, SD and parts of Menominee County, MI).   

 
Include your name, address, phone number, Local Union and details of 
where and how you bagged your buck.  (Sorry, family members are not 
eligible.) 

Send entries to: 
Big Buck Contest 

NCSRCC 
N2216 Bodde Road 

Kaukauna, WI 54130-9740 
Entries must be postmarked by January 11, 2010 

 

Upcoming Office Closings 

Danielle will be leaving at 12:00 Tuesday, November 24th 
Office Closed on Thanksgiving – Thursday,  November 26th 
Danielle will be out of the office on Friday, November 27th 

We Who Owe So Much to Those Who Served , Thank 

You  Veterans, For All You H ave 

Given This C ountry.  

Honoring You This  

 Veteranôs Day 

November 11, 2009  
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Upgrade Schedule 

 

November  

11/9/2009 Monday 
Armstrong Flat 

Lay 
Certification  

4:30 PM 

If you have taken & passed 
the INSTALL Resilient Cert. 
already this is an opportunity 
to come in for a 25 question, 
open book test to also become 
Armstrong Flat-lay Certified. 

11/11/2009 Wednesday 
Introduction to 
Nail & Staple 
Down Floors 

4:30 PM   

11/17/2009 Tuesday Stair Treads 4:30 PM   

11/19/2009 Thursday 
INSTALL 
Carpet 

Refresher 

Follows  
Metro 
Union  

Meeting  

Information needed to 
complete INSTALL Carpet  
Certification 

11/23/2009 Monday Custom Rug 4:30 PM 
Learn the basics for rug 
making 

11/25/2009 Wednesday 
Basic Linoleum 

Installation 
4:30 PM   

December  

12/1/2009 Tuesday Kool Glide Iron 4:30 PM New technology in seaming 

12/5/2009 Saturday OSHA 10 
7:00 AM - 
5:00 PM 

OSHA 10 Certification. We 
must have at least 5 
participants to hold the class, 
Please call to reserve your 
spot ASAP. No class limit 

12/8/2009 Tuesday 

INSTALL 
Resilient 
Refresher 
(Duluth) 

Follows  
Duluth 
Union  

Meeting  

Information needed to 
complete INSTALL Resilient  
Certification 

12/10/2009 Thursday Why Floors Fail 4:30 PM   

 

 

Floor Coverers Training Center ï 680 Olive Street, St. Paul, MN 55130         
   651/221-1304 or 651/221-1305 

 
Classes that are up to 4 hrs count as ONE UPGRADE      Classes that are 4-8 hrs count as TWO UPGRADES 

                                                           Classes that are more than 8 hrs count as THREE UPGRADES 
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